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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

On the night of the homeless census, there were 6,001 homeless men, wormen and children in
Boston compared to 5,821 last year,! This is an increase of 3.0%.

On the night of the census, volunteers counted 277 homeless men and women on the street
compared to 213 last year. This is an increase of 30%.

The total number of homeless men and women on the streets and in adult shelters was 2,700 this
year compared to 2,665 last year, a 1.3% increase. The total number of homeless men and
women on the streets and all residential facilities was 3,852 compared to 3,792 last year, a 1.5%
increase.

The total number of homeless men, women and children in family shelter was 1,692 this year
compared to 1,546 last year. This is an increase of 8.4%. The total number of homeless families
in shelter, domestic violence and transitional programs is 2,149 this vear compared to 2,035 last
year, a 5.6% increase.

The number of homeless people bas increased by 54% in the past decade. There were. 6,001
homeless people in the City of Boston in 2001 compared to 3,893 in 1991. There were 1,325
homeless children in Boston in 2001 compared to 493 in 1991, an increase of 169%. There were
1,427 homeless wornen in 2001 compared to 806 in 1991, an increase of 77%. There were 3,249
homeless men in 2001 compared to 2,594 in 1991, an increase of 25%. Though homeless men
are rising at a slower rate than women and children they still continue to be the largest percentage
of the population, 54%, and the majority have a chronic disability such as mental illness and/or
substance addiction.

! Please note that last year's total has been adjusted to include two transitional programs which were not originally
included last year. Another program which does not serve homeless clients was deleted from last year's total.
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CENSUS METHODOLOGY

HOMELESS PEOPLE LIVING IN SHELTER

Approximately one month prior to the actual census, Boston’s Emergency Shelter
Commission mailed an advisory to all of the city’s shelter providers and transitional programs to
inform them of the study. Shelter contacts were informed of the date of the census and how the
survey will be conducted; the Sheiter Commission also solicits volunteers for the street count.
Each program was asked to tabulate the population of their sheltering program on the night of the

count. The City’s Emergency Shelter Commission then contacted each shelter on December 11th
to obtain the total from the previous night.

HOMELESS PEOPLE LIVING ON THE STREET

The City was divided into thirty-seven separate areas for the purpose of the census. The
downtown areas were small enough to be thoroughly covered by volunteers on foot; outlying
neighborhoods, where few homeless people have been identified in the past, were covered by car.
Even in these neighborhoods, volunteers were expected to leave their vehicles and conduct the
census by foot in areas with a higher likelihood of finding homeless individuals. Volunteers were
provided with a list of locations to be checked thoroughly in their assigned area,

All teams utilized radios and cell phones to facilitate communication during the census,
to guarantee the volunteers’ safety, and to call for emergency medical assistance if needed for
individuals encountered on the street. Volunteers also used two vans to transport homeless
individuals who requested assistance in getting to a shelter.

DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION ON HOMELESS PEOPLE

The Center for Social Policy at the McCormack Institute, University of Massachusetts
Boston oversees the Connection, Service, and Partnership through Technology (CSPTech)
project, previously known as the ANCHoOR Project. This homeless services data system, 2
networked computerized record-keeping system funded by the State and the City of Boston, is
being implemented throughout the Commonwealth.

The Mayor had comrnissioried a study by the Center for Social ‘Policy at the McCormack

Institute and the Center for Survey Research conducted on March 19, 1997. Both the 1997 study
and CSPTech data will be referenced in this report.

City of Boston Homeless Census 2001-2002
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